
 

 

Rotary is an organization of business and professional men and women united worldwide who provide  humanitarian 
service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world. 

 

  
 

July 2008   
 

 

Roy’s Welcome Article  
 
And so it begins… 
 
I am absolutely thrilled to serve as your District Governor. Most of the  
heavy training assignments are now in the past and we can look forward  
to executing our District and Club Goals together.  The most undersold  
aspect of serving as your District Governor is the introduction to so many  
extremely talented and dedicated Rotarians.  Whether it is the Presidents’  
Class of 2008-09, my Assistant Governors and Coordinator, my many District  
Committee Chairs and Committee members, or the members of the Governors  
Planning Council and the Board of Directors, I know the truism will hold, that  
if you surround yourself with good people like these, you will likely be able to  
achieve the goals that you set.  
 
We face a number of giant challenges.  Separately, we will not succeed.  Together, as we rely on each other, we can meet these 
challenges.  We can meet the challenge of reducing child mortality by  continuing our many clean water projects, health and hunger 
projects, and the Fast For Hope initiative in Nicaragua.  Many of you have signed up as a volunteer to come on a mission to the village in 
Nicaragua, where together we can make a real difference. 
 
We can meet the challenge of eradicating polio by each club agreeing to deliver the club’s pledge to Dr. Bob Scott at the November 1, 
2008 Foundation Event.  See separate reference below for more info. 
 
We can meet the challenge of maintaining or increasing our membership by sending your club’s entire membership committee to the 
August 8, 2008 Training Event at the Prom Center and then diligently focusing on our club membership goals throughout the year.  See 
separate reference below for more info. 
 
Finally, we can meet the challenge of climate change, reducing our carbon footprint, and reducing our dependence on foreign oil by 
joining the efforts of the District Sustainable Communities Committee so that each club has a liaison signed up to deliver and coordinate 
information locally in each of your club communities.  See separate reference below for more info. 
 
In closing, I am enjoying my Official Visits immensely and I have found the club board meetings to also be extremely productive.  Let’s 
start this year off right.  The goals are set, the people are in place, it is time to execute.  
 

Roy A Sjoberg, DG 2008-09 
 
 

 

  RRoottaarryy  55996600  
 Newsletter  

 2233 Hamline Avenue North, Suite 511 651-636-9054 
 Roseville, Minnesota 55113 800-636-9054 

www.rotary5960.org 

 

 

 



Rotary 5960 Newsletter Page 2 July 2008 
 

 
8-8-08 an Extraordinary Rotary Morning of Education, Fellowship and Inspiration 
 
Need some nuts and bolts, hands on training in Membership?  Join in with membership committee members from other clubs just like 
yours to discover ways to achieve your membership goals. 
 
Want to develop a good Public Relations strategy for your club?  Come and learn what resources are available at the District and Rotary 
International level.  Sit down with other clubs your size. 
 
Could you use some novel ways to promote the programs offered by The Rotary Foundation?  How can we address the Bill Gates 100 
Million Dollar Challenge? Come participate in a powerful series of short, but content-rich forums covering The Rotary Foundation. 
 
Your District has brought in the talented leaders, put together a marvelous series of seminar topics, and topped in off with a great meal 
and some fantastic inspirational messages.  All you have to do is to register and cause others in your club to register for the August 8, 
2008 District Foundation/Membership/Public Relations Seminar held at the Prom Center in Oakdale, MN. [Click here to view agenda 
and registration form.] 
 
All Presidents, Presidents-elect, Club Rotary Foundation Committee Chairs and Members, Club Membership Committee Chairs and 
Members and all Club Public Relations Committee Chairs and Members are strongly urged to attend. Please register today so that we 
can best prepare for the event. 
 

 

District Directories 
 

2008-09 printed District Directories will be distributed to Club Presidents at the August 8 Foundation/Membership/PR Seminar at the 
Prom Center in Oakdale.  Presidents should distribute to all club officers and directors.  Please have a representative attend the seminar 
to accept the directories.  In the meantime, CLICK HERE to online directory.  Acct name is “celebrate”, password is “rotary.” 
 

 

Rotary Night with the Twins, September 9, 2008!  
 
Join the fun at the Twins game when the Twins play the Kansas City Royals on September 9, 2008. Sign up individually or with a group. 
CLICK HERE for more baseball information and registration form. 
 
 

Meet Our New Rotary International President D.K. Lee and His Wife, Young Lee. 
 
Lana and I had the pleasure of having dinner with D.K. Lee and Young while they were in town last February for Jeanne Meigs’s funeral. 
 We ate at a St. Paul Korean Restaurant and he ordered a sampling of almost everything on the menu.  PDG Clare Lillis and his wife 
Kathy also joined us along with PRID Jerry Meigs.  President Lee is a very interesting man and he has laid out challenging goals for 
Rotary. 

 
CLICK on the following links to read RI President D.K. Lee’s 08-09 goals and his Presidential Citation opportunity for clubs! 
 
On the Rotary International website, under News, there is a discussion of President Lee’s goals for 08-09. The link is 
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/080701_news_Resourcesjuly.aspx. 
 
Get your club geared up for the Presidential Citation at http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/900a_en08.pdf.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://http/www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=358&pMenuTop=263
http://http/www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=358&pMenuTop=263
http://http/www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=358&pMenuTop=263
http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=207&pMenuTop=207
http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=360&pMenuTop=263
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/080701_news_Resourcesjuly.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/900a_en08.pdf
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What’s Happening In Our Amazing Clubs!  Visit this Club Special Events Link 
 
"Were you ever sitting around on a Sunday night trying to find what other clubs in the District were doing for special events, 
fundraisers, or general club specific events?  Well, now you have one resource in order to find this information – the "Special Events 
Club Calendar" which has a link on the District web site home page – CLICK HERE.   
 
Individual clubs are able to post "special events" on this page; just follow the simple directions when you are on that web page.  Make 
sure you check back weekly for new updates.  This should help to foster better communication among the clubs of the District." 
 
 

Congratulations to the following team selected for the Group Study Exchange to India this 
Dec/Jan! 
  
Jim Hunter - Team Leader (White Bear Lake RC) 
Vicki Dilley, Team Leader Alternate (Northfield RC) 
  
Erin Boggs, Team Member (Roseville RC) 
Angela Eifert, Team Member (Twin Cities Nights RC) 
Noemi Trevino, Team Member (No St Paul/Maplewood/Oakdale RC) 
Greg Lauer, Team Member (St Paul RC) 
  
Steve Yang, Team Member Alternate (Prior Lake RC) 
Becky Harstad, Team Member Alternate (Roseville RC) 
  

 

Promo of the November 1, 2008 Foundation Event 
 
DR. ROBERT SCOTT, PAST CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE ROTARY FOUNDATION TO BE KEYNOTE SPEAKER NOVEMBER 1, 
2008 AT OUR FOUNDATION EVENT 
 
Through the efforts of PDG Jon Stillman and PRID Gerald Meigs we have landed the BIG GUY, NUMERO UNO.  Dr. Scott has led Rotary’s 
charge to eradicate polio for 20 years.  He has met with many heads of state and world class NGOs.  Each and every club is expected to 
send a minimum of its Club President and Rotary Foundation Chair to this event. For now please place this important date on your 
calendar. NOVEMBER 1, 2008. We are expecting this to be a big media event as well. 

 

 

Lake Elmo Club Hosts Club Meeting on Sustainable Communities. 
 
The Lake Elmo Rotary Club treated the District Co-chairs of the Sustainable Communities Committee, Judy Freund and Stewart Erickson, 
to a marvelous breakfast at the Lake Elmo Inn earlier in June.  Judy and Stew led a presentation and discussion about the district’s 
Sustainable Communities initiative 2008-2009.  While Lake Elmo Rotary was the first club to invite the district co-chairs to speak, the 
River Falls Rotary club got things rolling on June 3

rd
 when they hosted a community forum on the topic of Sustainability.   

 
Congratulations to both clubs for getting an early start on this important district initiative. 
 
Lake Elmo and River Falls Rotary Club members are exhibiting leadership in adopting άDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ wƻȅΩǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜέ in their 
club, community and surrounding jurisdictions.  We look forward to presenting to YOUR club soon!  CLICK HERE to read more about 
Governor Roy’s Sustainability Challenge. 
 
For more information about scheduling a club meeting, please contact: Stew Erickson at stew@aggas.com or Judy Freund at 
jannfreund@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

http://rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=350&pMenuTop=28
http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=361&pMenuTop=39
Compose?To=stew@aggas.com
mailto:jannfreund@sbcglobal.net
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Rotaractors Washed Down the River 
 
This day in History - July 13 - 
  
1939 - Frank Sinatra made his recording debut 
1960- US Democratic convention nominates JFK as presidential candidate 
1969 - Russia launches unmanned Luna 15 to Moon 
1977 - NYC experiences 25 hr black-out 
1978 -  Lee Iacocca fired as Ford Motor Pres by chairman Henry Ford II 
1985 - "Live Aid" concert raises over $70 million for African famine relief 
1993 -Kirby Puckett was named the All Star Game MVP 
1995 - Space shuttle STS-70 (Discovery 20), launches 
  
2008 - District 5960 holds their first ever joint Rotaract event.   
  
Rotaract is the fasting growing program in Rotary, according to Rotary International.  District 5960 is proof.  Three years ago, the district 
had one active Rotaract club.  Today, there are three, going on four, clubs serving the area (Twin Cities, Canon Valley, St. Croix Valley, 
and soon, Austin).  With multiple clubs, District 5960 is able to establish a district structure and plan district-wide projects, events, and 
trainings.  Sunday, July 20th was the first "official" Rotaract district event.  The clubs kayaked down the Kinnickinnic River in River Falls 
together.  Twelve Rotaract members (counted at the beginning of the river and at the end!), representing three clubs, spent the day 
together.  More events throughout the year are planned.  Check the district calendar, as all members of the Rotary family are welcome.  
  
 

Membership Goals and the Attrition Factor 
 
This year our Rotary International President wants every club to grow by 10%.  We have been stuck worldwide at 1.2 million members 
for years. Meanwhile, the District Governor for Lions informed me and the Elk River Rotary Club that there are now 1.3 million members 
of the Lions.  If Rotary increased by 10%, we would take back the lead as the largest service organization.   
 
But that’s not what we want. I am looking for a quality 3% increase and here is why.  Unless the new members are inducted in a 
meaningful ceremony, experience a well-designed orientation program, have a fireside chat with the Club President and then get 
assimilated into the club with a series of assignments for their first year, the 10% increase will be accompanied by the usual 10% 
attrition and we get right back to where we started. 
 
In addition to sending your Club Membership Committee Chair and Members and your Club PR Committee Chair and Members to the 
August 8, 2008 Training Event, I encourage you to read this very insightful article about the source of that cancerous attrition that each 
club faces.  It is a very worthwhile read.  [CLICK HERE] 

 

 

Joint 5950/5960 Ethics Essay Contest a Success!! 
                

Our pilot ethics essay contest asked students across Minnesota and Wisconsin this past year to consider the following:  Modern 
electronic communications technologies foster the easy and rapid exchange of tremendous amounts of personal information and 
potential misinformation. In and of themselves, these technologies may not be morally questionable. However, the way these 
technologies are used and the circumstances in which they are used in our lives can raise many ethical questions. What is right? What is 
wrong? What goes too far? How can we decide?  We then asked students to identify a technology and use the Rotary 4-Way Test to 
defend their position on whether that specific use of the technology is ethical or unethical.  WOW…did we get some great responses. 
 
After our judges read through 153 essays from 22 schools in 19 cities in MN/WI, our winners were Paige Pribonic writing “Use 
Facebook…and Lose Your Job?” ($2500) and Drew Koppe “Unethical Use of Technology: Cyberbullies” ($1500).   The monetary prizes 
were directed to be utilized to further a student’s education.  The contest, done in partnership with the Center for Ethical Business 
Cultures (CEBC) based at the University of St. Thomas, showed the judges some interesting insights into this upcoming generation.  
Those insights included the thoughts from many students that due to the communications technologies that they utilize, as one student 
said “my generation is losing the power of language”, or as another said “people think they are bridging gaps with technology, while 

 

http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=362&pMenuTop=28
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they are actually creating them”.  Fascinating?  You bet.  Want to get more insight?  Encourage participation by your area schools when 
the 08/09 guidelines are announced, and then help us judge essays late in the winter.  Register with Phil McMonagle 
(Phil.McMonagle@opco.com) if you are interested in judging essays. 

 

 
 

 
Please forward articles for the August newsletter to District Governor Roy Sjoberg at r.sjoberg@stlawfirm.com or District 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 5Ŝŀƴƴŀ wƻtz drotz@centralroofing.com .  Articles for consideration must be received by the 25th of 
each month to be included in the next publication. 

 

mailto:Phil.McMonagle@opco.com
mailto:r.sjoberg@stlawfirm.com
mailto:drotz@centralroofing.com

