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So many things to do and so little time to do them.  Time is fleeting.   
The same is true of work and family, as well as Rotary.  Yet, we need  
to take time in each of these settings to check in with those around us,  
brighten their day by asking about them.  They in turn will brighten ours.   
Create an act of fellowship.  Past RI President Bhichai Rattakul said:  

 
Friendship and kindness contribute the basis for a good  
relationship. We must realize the importance of our every  
action. Every token of friendship we extend, every letter we  
write, and every hand we shake has its impact on yet another 
 life and that, in turn, on still another life. 

 
Rotary has chosen March as Literacy Month, a time to place emphasis on  
and take stock of what our clubs are doing in Literacy.  !ǎ LΩǾŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ  
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ LΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǎƻ 
many clubs are involved in some form of literacy project.  Several of our clubs have provided 
dictionaries to elementary students in their schools; sent computers, desks and supplies to developing 
countries; spent time in classrooms reading to students; provided tutoring and mentorship for 
secondary students, recognized students publicly for achievement and service; provided books to 
libraries; and so much more.  LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ wƻǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƛteracy projects. 
 
So much is happening around the District.  The FAST FOR HOPEτNicaragua Initiative is developing and 
underway.  The next phase is training of our Rotarians who want to be involved.  The first event is a 
training session with Elena Hendrick of Kairos in Nicaragua who will speak to us about Nicaraguan 
culture, people, history, politics and community development on Tuesday, March 11 in Stillwater from 
5:30-8:30 p.m..  We encourage anyone with an interest to register and join usτinformation and 
registration on line at www.rotary5960.org .  If your club has not yet had a FFH presentation, call Dave 
Newman, FFH Chair at Dave@bancorgroup.com .  There will be many more training sessions in the 
future. 
 
Then join us for the Joint D5950/5960 District Conference at Arrowwood Resort in Alexandria on April 
25-27.  A Leadership Academy begins Friday morning just prior to the opening of the Conference.  
Tours, golf, great speakers, House of Friendship, Youth Exchange presentation, awards, good food, 
fellowship are all part of the weekend.  Bring the family as there is much to do.  All information and 
registration is on the District website.  Speakers include Jill Blashack Strahan, the founder of Tastefully 
Simple and Judge Linn Slatengren, a judge sitting on the International Supreme Court in Kosovo.  
Group Study Exchange teams from Brazil, Finland, and Peru will talk about their cultures, their 
vocations and themselves.  REGISTER NOW for a fun filled weekend.  
 
And we come back to our beginning idea.  One of the basic tenets of Rotary is Fellowship.  Within your 
clubs, make sure you are having lots of fellowship, thus fun. 
Keep on keeping on!  Until next time-- 

 
BE RICH WITH GOOD WORKS... 
  

Clare Lillis 
District Governor 2007-08 
 

 

Rotary is an organization of business and 
professional men and women united 

worldwide who provide  humanitarian 
service, encourage high ethical standards 
in all vocations, and help build goodwill 

and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

http://www.rotary5960.org/
mailto:Dave@bancorgroup.com
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UPCOMING DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 

 
March 6 ς 18, 2008 

Friendship Exchange to Australia 
March 18, 2008 

Governors Planning Council 
March 13 ς 15, 2008 

PETS 
Ramada Inn, Hayward, WI 

March 21, 2008 
District Grants Meeting (WCS) 

April 1, 2008 
Ambassadorial & Peace Scholarship Forms Due to Club 

April 18, 2008 
Grants District Meeting 

April 18, 2008 
Ambassadorial & Peace Scholarship Forms Due  

to Michelle Blommel 
April 25, 2008 

Leadership Academy 
Arrowwood, Alexandria 

April 25 ς 27, 2008 
District Conference 
April 25 ς 29, 2008 

Camp RYLA 
YMCA Camp St Croix, Hudson, Wisconsin 

May 5, 2008 
District Assembly 

May 8, 2008 
District Assembly 

May 15, 2008 
District Assembly 

May 16, 2008 
Grants District Meeting 

May 17, 2008 
Ambassadorial & Peace Scholarship Interviews 

 See more on the District 5960 Calendar  
On-line at: www.rotary5960.org 

 
 

 

 

P P 
IN MEMORIAM 

JEANNE A. MEIGS 
Beloved wife, mother, daughter, grandmother, 
sister, auntτall describe Jeanne, but only 
partially.  A woman of variety and depth, 
Jeanne loved to travel with husband Jerry 
Meigs, St. Paul Rotarian and Past Rotary 
International Director, as they visited 35 
countries for service projects or for pleasure. 
{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ Ǉƻƭƛƻ 
immunization in India and Africa.  She was 
active in the Macalester Alumnae Association, 
the first female moderator of Falcon Heights 
United Church of Christ, a 20 year volunteer gift 
buyer for United Hospital Gift Shop, and Past 
State and Chapter President of PEO Sister-hood.  
 

A lady of warmth, class and caring for others, known for stylish way of wearing 
scarves.  Jeanne loved her garden and flowers, enjoyed reading, playing bridge, and 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  She will be missed by all. 

 
 

Club A nniversaries:     
 

Waseca , 47 (1961) 
Janesville ,44 (1964) 
Woodbury,  28 (1980) 
Lakeville, 21 (1987) 
Amery, 11 (1997) 

River Falls, 9 (1999) 
Siren/Webster, 5 (2003) 

Ramsey, 4 (2004) 
 
 
 

DISTRICT DIRECTORY 2008-09 INFORMATION NEEDED! 
 
Presidents 2008-09, please submit 2008-09 District Directory form 
accurately (you have received it previously via email) and email this NEW 
άƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜέ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ WƛƴƎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  Deadline March 1 to 
ensure publication in YOUR District Directory!  And thank you for all you 
do for Rotary.  Any questions, please ask Jingle. 
 
jingle@rotary5960.org 
 
 

 
 

 

 

AWARDS, AWARDS, AWARDS 
 

The time has come to have some fun, 
²ŜΩƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǿŀǊƳ ǎǳƴΗ 

Your chance has come to honor our members still, 
Who spend time through the year and spread good will. 

Log into the site and to awards you should go 
To see what awards are available and criteria, just so. 

LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ 
To honor our Rotarians and let them shine. 

 
Bonnie Thompson, Awards and Recognitions 

www.rotary5960.org/awards 
mobile:  612-327-5074 
direct:  763-550-7532 

bthompson@cbburnet.com 
 

 

http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=8&pMenuTop=8
http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=8&pMenuTop=8
http://www.rotary5960.org/
mailto:jingle@rotary5960.org
http://www.rotary5960.org/awards
mailto:bthompson@cbburnet.com
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  A JOINT EFFORT 
 

It all started when a 30-member delegation from the Saint Paul area traveled to Manzanillo, Mexico last fall to 
celebrate the gift of a used ambulance from the City of Saint Paul to the City of Manzanillo. During the trip, three 
Roseville Rotary Club members - Kim Flynn, owner of Quiet Waters Salon; Jan Parker, Ramsey County Commissioner; 
and Melanie Mogg, CPA, along with Manzanillo Rotary Club members Steve Stout and Sonia Flores - toured schools in 
the rural areas and observed the lack of basic schoolroom supplies and equipment. The Rotarians returned with one 
goal in mind--- to plan and execute an international community service project that aligns with wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ 
ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΧ{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀōƻǾŜ {ŜƭŦΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ wƻǎŜǾƛƭƭŜ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǎŜǎΣ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊƭƛƴŜ .ǳǎ 
Company, filled with used computer equipment, donated by Qwest, from Roseville, Minnesota to Manzanillo, Mexico. 
They are the first public school buses that the community of 125,000 has ever had ς and will allow children of the 
mountainous regions to continue their education past the sixth grade. Three buses driven by Hogland Bus Company, 
filled with 27 computers and all the accompanying peripherals were loaded on August 13, 2007, and left for Laredo, 
Texas the following morning. They met and handed the buses over to officials from Manzanillo in Laredo on August 16, 
and the buses arrived in Manzanillo on August 7.  
 
In addition, the Rotarians raised $36,500 for desks, chairs, air conditioners, copiers and recreational equipment for ten 
of the neediest schools in rural Manzanillo. In one classroom of 35 students, ten children must spend the day standing 
because of the lack of desks and chairs. The goal is to provide one air-conditioned room per school to house the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ нлл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŜǾƛƭle Rotary on this 
project, including Twin Cities Rotaract, Manzanillo Rotary, Barron County Sunrise Rotary, North St. 
Paul/Maplewood/Oakdale Rotary, Cannon Falls Rotary, New Brighton/Mounds View Rotary, and Chisago Lakes 
Rotary. Together the clubs raised $11,000. District 5960 matched $10,000 of the funds, and the Rotary Foundation 
approved a grant request to cover the additional $15,500 needed.  
 
To complete the project, Roseville Rotarians Kim Flynn, Don Craighead, Gayland Bender, Carolyn Bender (N St 
Paul/Maplewood/Oakdale RC) and Jeanne Matlock along with Twin Cities Rotaractors Sarah Larson, Nate Buss and 
James Horsman traveled to Manzanillo, Mexico on February 16 - 23, 2008 to deliver the proceeds from their RI 
Matching Grant together with two Rotarians from the Manzanillo Rotary Club.   They visited 10 of the poorest schools, 
delivering copy machines, recreational equipment, and teaching tools.  The parents and children provided the 
Rotarians a delicious lunch in gratitude for the 3 school buses and 27 computers. The desks, tables, chairs, and air 
conditioners will be delivered to the schools shortly.  
 
Kim Flynn, World Community Chair for "The Road to  
aŀƴȊŀƴƛƭƭƻ tǊƻƧŜŎǘϦ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ά!ǎ ŀ wƻǘŀǊƛŀƴΣ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ  
grateful to be a part of such a generous contribution that  
could not have been accomplished without our partnering  
clubΩs support.  Thank you for all you contributed to our  
International Project in the Manzanillo Schools.  There has  
been no reward greater than the interaction we had  
with these children while we visited the schools.  The looks  
on their faces when we handed them the gifts were  
priceless.  There are not enough "dineros" in the world  
that could replace that. The project can now be  
ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ϦDǊŀƴŘŜϦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ  
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WHAT IS WORLD ROTARACT WEEK? 
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ wƻǘŀǊŀŎǘ ²ŜŜƪΚ  World Rotaract Week celebrates the chartering of the first Rotaract Club on March 
13, 1968.    
 
Who celebrates World Rotaract Week?  Everyone!  (Well, everyone in Rotary).  Rotary International encourages 
Rotaract members to attend their sponsoring Rotary club meetings and Rotarians to attend a local Rotaract meeting.  
They encourage Rotary clubs not yet sponsoring a Rotaract club to consider doing so during World Rotaract Week. 
 
How are we celebrating World Rotaract Week in District 5960?   

1. Attend a Rotaract meeting.  (Yes, it counts as a makeup).   
/ŀƴƴƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ wƻǘŀǊŀŎǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ п ŀǘ wǳŜō Ψb {ǘŜƛƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǘ сΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ό/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
40 years of Rotaract with appetizers).  St. Croix Valley Rotaract meets Tuesday, March 11, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Twisted Grille, Hudson WI.  ό{ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƻƴ ά{ƛȄ {ŜŎǊŜǘǎ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎ 9ȅŜǎ ¢Ŝƭƭ ¸ƻǳύΦ  Twin Cities Rotaract meets 
on Wednesday, March 12 at the Chatterbox Pub in St. Paul (800 Cleveland, chatterboxpub.net) at 7:00 p.m. 
(Speaker on increasing your professional influence through acting techniques).   

2. Invite a Rotaract member to attend your Rotary meeting. 
3. Attend the Twin Cities Rotaract World Rotaract Week Celebration at Green Mill in Rosedale on Friday, March 

14 at 6:00 p.m.  Appetizers will be provided. 
4. Bring someone who would make an excellent Rotaract member to the Green Mill celebration or Rotaract 

meetings to introduce them to current Rotaract members.  
5. Learn how to start a Rotaract club.  

 
Why does Rotary celebrate World Rotaract Week, and why should I participate?  Rotaract exists through the support 
of Rotarians and Rotary Clubs.  Rotaract provides an alternative way for individuals to join the Rotary Family and 
further the mission of Rotary International.  Strong Rotaract clubs in the district increase the service work completed. 
 
How do I get more information?  For further information about Rotaract, World Rotaract Week, or the events listed 
above, contact Sarah Larson at sarah.larson@ppl-inc.org or 612.801.5581.   
 
Rotaract turns 40 during the 2008 World Rotaract Week (March 9-15).   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY APRIL 25TH 
A PRE-DISTRICT CONFERENCE EVENT 

 

A Leadership Academy for the family of Rotary ς Rotarians, Rotaractors, family members, and guests ς will be held as 
a pre-Joint District Conference event on Friday, April 25, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.  Pre-registration is required.  
 
Workshops will be offered on Team Building, Conflict Management, Working with Non-Profits, and the Art of 
Leadership.  RI Director Nominee Tom Thorfinnson from District 5950 will be the luncheon keynote speaker.   
 
The $50 registration fee for this event includes a Continental Breakfast and Lunch.  Registration is limited to 60 
persons and closes on April 15. 
 
For more information, including a registration form, go to the District Website and click on the Leadership Academy 
2008 link on the home page or click here. If you want to stay at the Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center on 
Thursday evening, please contact Arrowwood directly.  Room rates for Thursday evening will be the same as for the 
District Conference. 
 

mailto:sarah.larson@ppl-inc.org
http://www.rotary5960.org/showDoc.cfm?pObject=349&pMenuTop=0
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SHELTERBOX 

John Knutson, Hudson Daybreak RC, Zone Shelterbox Coordinator 

Just wanted to let you know that I received the ShelterBox "deployment" letter yesterday (2/2/08), telling us that our box #4093 was 
sent to the Rift Valley, Kenya. (This is the region known as "the cradle of the earth" and the current situation there is very desperate 
following the recent elections.) This placement has very special meaning to us, as almost 5 years ago, my husband, Jack, volunteered 
(through the International Institute) to mentor a refugee. He was assigned an Ethiopian refugee who had spent several years in a 
refugee camp in Kenya and, in fact, his family - wife and 5 children - remain there today. Guye has become an important part of our 
extended family. Since the Kenyan elections took place and the violence broke out, Guye has been in frequent contact with his 
family and has worried greatly about their safety.They are in a different area and seem to be out of harms way, but it remains a very 
unsettled situation. 

Knowing our ShelterBox went to Kenya during this period is  
certainly significant to us. What a marvelous connection for Rotary.  
I look forward to bringing more information to our club and  
hopefully initiating this as a sustained project for our club. 

Jeanne Matlock  
Roseville Rotary President 07-08  
jmatlock@pro-ns.net  
651-488-0458  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEET ASSISTANT GOVERNOR VICKI DECKER ς AREA 2 

Vicki Decker, Winona, joined the Winona Rotary Club in 1988; she served as president 1995-96 
and on the board of directors for six years. Decker has been active on Group Study Exchange, 
Youth Exchange, and special projects.  She and a fellow Rotarian traveled to Zimbabwe to view a 
matching grant project which provided drinking water to a township school and families in the 
area.  She has served on the District Scholarship Committee and is in her second year as Area 2 
Assistant Governor.  She is a triple Paul Harris Fellow.  

Decker is also active in professional associations and the community having served as the first 
female president of the Winona Area Chamber of Commerce, the founding chair of Women in 
Business, past president of the United Way Board of Directors, past Executive Committee and 
Board member for the Winona Family YMCA.  Currently, in addition to Rotary, she is on the 
Executive Committee and Board of Directors for Winona Health, the Staff Parish Committee for 
Central United Methodist Church, and sings in the church choir.   

She is past president of the Minnesota College & University Career Services Association (MCUCSA), past Chair of the Minnesota 
Education Job Fair Association, serves on the System Evaluation Committee for the Office of the Chancellor (MnSCU), and is 
Minnesota State Secretary for the Administrative & Service Faculty Association, Advisor for Golden Key Honour Society, and a 
member of the Minnesota Chapter, American Council on Education. She is the recipient of the Community Achievement Award, 
Cotter High School's Saint Joseph Award, the Athena Award, and the MCUCSA Distinguished Service Award.  

Decker is married to Dennis and has two grown daughters, Sasha and Danielle, and two grandchildren. In addition, she and her 
husband have hosted Rotary exchange students from Japan, Argentina, and the Philippines.  

 

 

 

mailto:jmatlock@pro-ns.net
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WHAT DO JELLYBEANS AND POLIOPLUS PARTNERS HAVE IN COMMON? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the District 5950/5960 Conference at Arrowwood Resort in Alexandria March 25-27, 2008 the PolioPlus Partners Booth in the House of 
Hospitality will be holding a fundraiser.  
 
For a $5.00 contribution you will have the opportunity to guess how many jelly beans are in the jar.   There is no limit on how many times you may 
contribute $5 for a guess.  All funds collected will be submitted to the Rotary International Foundation PolioPlus Partners in the name of the 
ǿƛƴƴŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ tŀǳƭ IŀǊǊƛǎ CŜƭƭƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ wƻǘŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ also be credited with the 
prize dollars raised towards their PolioPlus Partners Goal for the 2007-08 year.    
 
There will definitely be a WINNER.  If there is No guess for the EXACT amount the winner will be the CLOSEST guess.  And if there are multiple 
EXACT guesses the funds will be split accordingly.   
 
There will also be PolioPlus Partners brochure forms at the jellybean jar for those Rotarians who would like to make an additional contribution to 
PolioPlus Partners while we still have the $.50 match by the Foundation on the $1.00 contribution. 
 
And congratulations to all of our district clubs which have contributed already and those which had met or exceeded their goal.  And as a district 
we are doing very well.  As of December 31, 2007 our district (of the 11 in our zone) have contributed the most to PPP.  In fact we have 
contributed almost 50% of the PPP dollars received in Zone 27 so far.  Now that means we started strong, but we will need to finish just as strong. 
 
w9a9a.9wΣ L¢Ω{ Chw ¢I9 /IL[5w9b - - SO BE SURE TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE AND VISIT THE JELLY BEAN JAR FOR THE CHILDREN OFTEN.    

 
 

  

WHY CHANGE FROM HAITI SAFE WATER? 
 
As we have talked about the new Fast For Hope project, many people have asked why the change from Haiti Safe Water. I had originally put a 
task force together to study whether we should stay in Haiti or look to another location.  The task force recommended that we change for several 
reasons: 

 We had committed to the Haiti safe water project for 3 years and stayed 4 years. 

 We were a tag-along to D5950 on the project, and the task force felt we needed to lead our own. 

 Half of the wells that had been drilled were dry wells, thus half of our money was lost. 

 It was a single focus project, that of drilling wells, and the task force wanted to do more of a multi-faceted approach to eliminating 
poverty. In other words to attack the causes of poverty--health, hunger, water literacy, economic development all within the same 
community. 

 Language was a problem in Haiti because none of our people spoke Creole. 

 The political unrest prevented many volunteers from going there so only 6 people from our district ever went to Haiti in 4 years. 
 
Then we began research as to where we should go with a few goals in mind: 

 It had to relatively safe, thus a relatively politically stable government. 

 It had to be affordable to travel to so that- 

 We could put volunteers on the ground--20-30 annually. 
 It needed to be jointly managed with a local Rotary club in the country we would go to. 

 It needed to be a long-term, sustainable initiative so that we made a large impact. 
  
We felt the most affordable region to travel to would be Central America. 
As we researched the countries in Central America, we found that Nicaragua was the most poverty stricken country behind Haiti; nearly 80% of 
the people live on less than $2/day, 43% on less than $1/day.  It was also the safest country.  Upon exploration there, we discovered that they 
wanted us to come. 
So now the work has begun in putting a huge initiative into operation.  We hope you will join us on March 11 when Elena Hendrick from Kairos in 
Nicaragua will begin the initial training process at the Family Means Center in Stillwater at 5:30 p.m.  Information and registration are on the 
District website at www.rotary5960.com .  Any other questions, please call me--651-248-7888. 
  

Clare Lillis, District Governor 2007-08  

 

http://www.rotary5960.com/
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2008 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
 

Join Districts 5950 & 5960 for the 2008 District Conference at Arrowwood, Friday, April 25 - Sunday, April 27, 2008! 
  
 

Set sail for Alexandria, Minnesota where we have an exciting line up of speakers and activities for you and your whole family. And 
best of all - the Conference is FREE! There is NO REGISTRATION FEE; you pay only for meals and your hotel room. 
 
John Smarge and his wife, Cindy, will serve as RI President Representative! John and Cindy are Major Donors, Bequest Society 
Members and Paul Harris Society Members. 
 
Our speakers include best selling author and comedian Lorna Landvik,  Dan DeMuth, President of Performance in Motion who 
will use golf as a metaphor for his session on problem solving, Jill Blashack Strahan, owner of Tastefully Simple, a national 
company that she began in 1995 in a 1,200 square-foot shed with no running water, and John Smarge, our Rotary International 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ Judge Linn Slattengren, who has recently been a Judge for the United Nations Mission in Kosovo! 
The House of Friendship will serve up fellowship with other Rotarians, project displays from various clubs, musical entertainment, 
and Rotary vendors. Breakout sessions will include three Group Study Exchange Teams from Brazil, Peru and Finland.  Sunday 
brunch will feature entertainment by more then 60 Youth Exchange students from around the world!   
 
Bringing the family? Arrowwood, located two hours from the Twin Cities, in Alexandria on Lake Darling is the perfect spot!  Voted 
"Best 2004 Lakeshore Resort" by MN Meetings & Events Magazine this Minnesota resort offers outstanding year 'round 
recreational facilities and service that will exceed your expectations. Kids will enjoy the 38,000 square foot indoor water park 
featuring three exhilarating 4-story slides that twist and turn inside and outside the water park, "Lazy River" floating inner tube 
ride, tropical whirlpool spa, lily pad water walk, basketball shoot out, children's play fort with water blasters, geysers all topped 
off with "Calypso Cabana" the 500 gallon splash bucket! 
 
Golfing your game? We will reserve a series of tee times on Friday for you to get out and enjoy a round before the start of the 
conference. 
 
For registration form and information, go to http://www.rotary5960.org/ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άнллу 5рфрлκрфсл /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέ. 
 
  

 

http://www.rotary5960.org/pages/thedistrict/events/conference/smarge%20bio.pdf
http://www.rotary5960.org/pages/thedistrict/events/conference/2008%20conf%20speaker%20biographies.doc
http://www.rotary5960.org/pages/thedistrict/events/conference/2008%20conf%20speaker%20biographies.doc
http://www.rotary5960.org/pages/thedistrict/events/conference/2008%20conf%20speaker%20biographies.doc
http://www.rotary5960.org/
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON LEGISLATION 
 

Greetings Fellow D-5960 Rotarians:   
 
As your Delegate to the 2007 Rotary International Council on Legislation  
(COL)   I would like to offer these thoughts in preparation for the 2010  
/h[Χ 
 

The Council on Legislation τ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ τ meets every  
three years to deliberate and act upon all proposed enactments  
and resolutions submitted by clubs, district conferences, the General  
Council, the Conference of Rotary International in Great Britain and  
Ireland, and the Rotary International Board.  
 
 

 Your Club Proposes an  Enactment to amend the RI Constitution, RI Bylaws, or Standard Rotary Club Constitution   
-OR- 

 Your Club Proposes a Resolution to affect Rotarians on a Global basis not seeking a change to RI Constitutional 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΧƛΦŜΦ   
ά¢ƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ wL .ƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŜƴŎƻuraging clubs to support projects for rehabilitation of polio-disabled 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧέ 

 
 

 Who ς 1 representative from each of the 530 Districts of Rotary 

 When ς April 25-30 of 2010 

 Where ς Chicago, IL 

 How long? ς 7 Days 
 
 

As we are now in the third quarter of RoǘŀǊȅΩǎ нллт-08 year, there is less than 12 
months to submit proposed legislation for the 2010 Council on Legislation.  RI must 
receive proposed legislation, along with its certification form signed by the district 
governor, no later than 31 December 2008. 

 
Any legislation prepared and submitted 4 weeks prior to our District Conference in late April of 2008 will be acted on for 
submittal to Rotary International for consideration.  Any legislation proposed or endorsed via submittal after that timeline can 
still be acted on by a ballot-by-mail.  Districts should also remember that 2010 Council representatives are selected during Rotary 
year 2007-08. 

D-5960 Timeline 
 

Ç September 1, 2008 ς All legislative proposals to the District COL Committee Deadline 
Ç Oct ς Nov 2008 ς Ratification of legislation submittals. 
Ç Dec. 31, 2008 ς All D-5960 Legislation submitted to Rotary International 
Ç Early 2009 ς All proposed Legislation on line at www.Rotary.org 

 

Additional information about and useful tools for the 2010 Council have been posted on the Council on Legislation section of the 
RI website (www.rotary.org). 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ we can craft your 
legislation for submission. 
 

In Rotary Service, 
 

PDG Steve Wilcox ς D-5960 Council on Legislation 2007 Delegate 
steve@theresultants.com 
 

 

 

http://www.rotary.org/
mailto:steve@theresultants.com
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  MEMERSHIP 
 

The Exit Interview 
By Dennis Dinsmore, PDG, Zone 28 RIMZC 
 
It is said that one thing all Rotarians have in common is that, other than Paul Harris, somebody had to ask us to join. Another 
thing all of us have in common, including Paul Harris, is that one day we will leave Rotary. 
 
On average, clubs lose about 10% of their members every year mostly through resignations, moving and death. Fortunately 
Ƴƻǎǘ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘŀȅǎ ǎǘŀƎƴŀƴǘΦ hŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ά.ƛƎ ¢ƘǊŜŜέ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ 
much about death. However, we can do something positive about a member moving out of the area, namely, clubs can help the 
relocating member to join another Rotary club in the destination city. The big reason where everybody loses is resignation. Loss 
of a member through resignation, even though frustrating, can be an opportunity to learn. If a club can determine why a 
member had become dissatisfied to the point of resignation, it has the opportunity to change for the better. Determining the 
reason for the resignation is critical. The best tool for determining the reasons for member resignation is the exit interview. The 
Resigning Member Questionnaire is a great tool and please send me an e-mail and I will send it to you. 
(Sue@carlsonricelake.com) 
 
However, as with recruiting, there is no substitute for personal contact. We suggest that the club membership chair, the 
ǊŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ sit down with the resigning member to discuss the questionnaire. Chances 
are there is more to the story than can be summed up with a checkbox. The membership committee should then thoroughly 
review the exit interview information to determine if the problems identified can be fixed by club action and report their 
ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ōƻŀǊŘΦ hŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άǿƘȅέ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ down 
until the root problem is uncovered. 
 
CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǊŜǎƛƎƴΚέΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎΦ ά²ƘȅΚέ Because he never really got to know 
anyone in the club. ά²ƘȅΚέ Because he never participated in any club activities. ά²ƘȅΚέ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ 
his interest. ά²ƘȅΚέ Because nobody bothered to introduce him around the club and nobody invited him to join a committee. Ah 
Ha! This club needs a mentoring program! 
 
By going through the simple process of exit interviewing, this club was able to identify a weakness in its new member process 
and subsequently enhanced its retention by implementing a mentoring program. Other problems may yield other solutions but 
clearly the solution must start with the exit interview. 
 

 

 

 
Give a HAND UP, not a hand out! 

PurŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ άƘŀƴŘέ ƴŜŎƪƭŀŎŜ  
or a largŜǊ άƘŀƴŘέ 

Paperweight for $10 which will  
be donated to  

FAST FOR HOPEτNicaragua Initiative. 
 

Contact District Governor Clare Lillis  
to order. 

clillis@realhomepro.com or 651-248-7888 
 

mailto:Sue@carlsonricelake.com
mailto:clillis@realhomepro.com
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Please forward articles for the April newsletter to District Governor Clare Lillis at clillis@realhomepro.com  ƻǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 5Ŝŀƴƴŀ wƻǘȊ 
drotz@centralroofing.com .  Articles for consideration must be received by the 25th of each month to be  

included in the next publication. 
 

ACCEPTING DIFFERENCES IS ABOUT 
PEACE & UNDERSTANDING & 

TOUCHING HEARTS 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I received this picture, taken near Gordon, Wisconsin, and 
while it is a cute picture of a mother bear and cub, it is 
special because it is a black bear with a white cub. I don't 
know how rare it is for this to occur; the cub does not 
appear to be an albino as it does not have a pink nose or 
eyes.  It reminds me of how important the birth of a white 
buffalo is to the spirituality of the Native American 
community.   
 
I look again at this picture and see ROTARY SHARES.   After 
all, we really do not know for sure that the black bear is the 
birth mother.  She may have volunteered to take care of 
this cub because she sees the need and is sharing her life 
and caring ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ άŎƘƛƭŘέΦ  !ƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
in a process we call Touching Hearts because of their 
unique relationship.  And others in the animal kingdom will 
take notice and perhaps see the value of accepting 
someone different from themselves - - - - and there will be 
peace and understanding in the animal kingdom.   
 
Being a Rotarian means accepting, sharing, and learning 
from the differences unique to all humans, and we will 
continue to make strides towards World Peace & 
Understanding through Service Above Self.   
 
I ask you to look around your club and look at all the 
ordinary individuals doing extraordinary things and 
nominate them for the Touching Hearts Award which will 
be presented at the Joint District Conference in Alexandria - 
- April 25-27.   Nomination forms are due March 14, 2008 
and can be downloaded from the district website - - click on  
Awards/Recognition 07-08.   
 
Dianne Nesvig, PDG 
Touching Hearts 
 

 


