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Roy’s Welcome Article  
 
It’s December, the month that Rotarians around the world celebrate the joy of family and friends. Lana and I 
will be celebrating the Holiday Season with our two sons, Christopher and David.  We hope that each of you 
can wrap yourself with the warmth of family, friends and the traditions that the season brings. 

 
We now, with the economy as it is, may actually find it easier to concentrate on what is of true importance – 
that is caring less about buying video games and big screen TVs and caring more about those who are 
without clean water, food, health, clothing, shelter and food. I urge you to continue to support your local 
charities and to all give generously to our Rotary Foundation. 

 
Now some headlines! 
 
ROTARIANS SUMMONED TO APPEAR IN LAKE ELMO – Well actually, your District Leadership Team is preparing for the very important 
2009 MidTerm and Pre-PETS Event coming up on January 17, 2009 starting at 8:00am.  It is critically important that all Club Presidents 
2008-09 and Club Presidents 2009-10 attend, but we also highly encourage each club to send its current and incoming club officers, 
directors and committee chairs. This is one of the most informative sessions of the Rotary year.  CLICK HERE for information on the 
Agenda and Registration. 
 
PRESIDENTS CAUGHT ON CAMERA – We must all thank our exceptional photographer, Gayland Bender, for taking the many spectacular 
pictures of our 2008 Foundation Event attendees, many with Rotary Foundation Past Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Robert 
Scott.  CLICK HERE to check the District “Event Photos” section for the links to the good looking people. 
 
RECOUNT ORDERED – If you CLICK HERE, you will be whisked to the State Canvassing Board’s controversial review of your Rotary Club’s 
records as reported to the District Executive Administrator.  Just kidding about the State Canvassing Board, but do take a look at this 
interesting tally of Club Rotary Foundation giving, membership reporting and PolioPlus results to date.  All Club Presidents and I will be 
reviewing this information very carefully at the January 17, 2009 MidTerm Event, but for now let’s take notice that we have 3 clubs that 
are each up 5 members for the year.  Can you find them?  We have a number of clubs who have not reported any contributions yet this 
year to The Rotary Foundation.  If you are one of them, ask your Rotary Foundation Chair to address this concern.  If your club has not 
yet paid your pledge to the PolioPlus fund at TRF in Chicago, the need is great now. 
 

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL VISIONING HEADQUARTERS – This 
statement is more true than you would think.  Through the tremendous efforts of our District’s 
Vision Facilitation Team, our District has been acknowledged by RI Past President Bill Boyd for our  
 

leadership in promoting Rotary Visioning for Districts and Clubs across the United States, Canada and now in New Zealand and 
Australia.  Our District is the host of the financial accounts of the International Vision Facilitation Committee.  Please join me in thanking 
the extraordinary efforts of our veteran leaders, PDG Steve Wilcox and Terri Wilcox, Joe Kovarik, PDG Cathy Smith, Committee Chair 
David Schafer, Holly Hess and Fred Bartl as well as our newer committee members, Diane Amundson, Paul Mayer, Burt Witthuhn, DGN 
Craig Leiser, PDG Clare Lillis, Susan Tindell, and Michelle Blommel Arulfo.  The Class of 2008 will include Judy Freund, Bill Brueck, Teresa 
Byland, Lynn Estes and Connie Fullmer.  CLICK HERE for more information on Vision Facilitation in our District. 
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Let me close by saying that serving as your District Governor is the greatest honor that I have ever experienced.  I only wish that my 
business schedule would allow me to come out to visit each club again and to be able to accept more of the many invitations that Lana 
and I receive to the Gala Events, Holiday Parties and Anniversary Gatherings happening throughout the District. Though the work is 
quite exhausting, there is a purpose and a mission so worthy that fatigue is easily overcome.  God Bless Us, Every One. 
 
Your District Governor 2008-09 
Roy A. Sjoberg 
 

Sustainable Communities Committee Report 
 

Make it a GREEN Holiday Season 
 
As Stew Erickson and I have been traveling to clubs in the district to discuss the Sustainability Challenge, many Rotarians have presented 
great ideas for making an impact in their place of business, communities and personally.  At the Janesville club, we talked about ideas 
on how to have a GREENER holiday!  We all know the holiday season can be one of excess even if we are facing an economy that will 
cause many to scale back.  Here are some ideas for having a greener holiday. 
 
Use LED lights they don’t get as hot and use half the electricity as the regular holiday bulb.  You can find them at most retail stores. 
Are you traveling over the river and through the woods to grandma’s house?  Consider purchasing carbon offsets, which support 
renewable energy or tree planting. 
 
When buying gifts look for durability and consider buying items with a fair trade label, made from recycled materials, AND purchase 
locally whenever possible.  If you give your gift idea a bit of thought you will probably find that there ARE choices that will have a 
smaller environmental impact. 
 
Plan ahead so you can send your packages via ground delivery, which creates a smaller carbon footprint.   
 
For your holiday entertaining and meals choose foods that are locally and organically grown whenever possible. 
 
You can STOP those unwanted catalogs by going to www.catalogchoice.org 
 
By:  Judy Freund, Hudson Daybreak Rotary Club, jannfreund@sbcglobal.net 

 
Elections for 09-10 Club Officers should be completed by December 31st! 
 
Not later than December 31, your club should hold club elections to elect ALL new officers and directors for the 2009-2010 Rotary year 
commencing July 1, 2009.   CLICK HERE for the interactive 2009-10 District Directory form.  Presidents Elect or Secretaries, please fill it 
out and submit to jingle@rotary5960.org by January 17. 
 
Current Club Presidents and Secretaries should also submit 09-10 Club President and Secretary information to Rotary International not 
later than December 31.  You should be registered through “member access” at www.rotary.org by now; it’s EASY to submit club officer 
data online!  If not, submit with paper form (Secretaries received in mail a few weeks ago) or send to data@rotary.org.  Be sure to 
include officer name, mailing address, bus phone and email address to Rotary International.  RI only tracks Presidents and Secretaries. 
 
Your District Directory is available printed and online, so please submit accurate information and THANK YOU!  If you haven’t used the 
online directory, CLICK HERE. The Online Directory is a password protected area.  Contact jingle@rotary5960.org for the acct name and 
password if you don’t already have it. 
 

Celebrate Rotary’s 100th Convention! 

 

It is not too late to sign up for the convention in Birmingham England. 
 
Here are a host of compelling reasons to attend:  Attending conventions has made me realize that being a Rotarian really makes me a 
citizen of the world – After my first convention, I understood the unlimited potential that lay in Paul Harris’ dream of a world at peace – 
Once you’ve been to a Rotary convention, you know that you can travel to any other country and always have a friend to call on. 
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Be a part of history.  You will hear inspiring plenary speakers, multicultural entertainment, informative breakout sessions and Rotary 
Foundation updates.  The folks in Birmingham have planned a variety of events that will capture the excitement of the city’s shopping 
and nightlife and charm of the surrounding cities. 
 
And most importantly, we will celebrate a year in which we, as Rotarians, will Make Dreams Real for the most vulnerable among us – 
children – through projects promoting health, nutrition, clean water and literacy.   
 
Come to Birmingham and be a part of the celebration!  For more information go to www.rotary5960.org or  www.rotary.org and click 
on the Birmingham logo. 
 

SEE YOU IN BIRMINGHAM! 
 
2008-09 TRF Matching Grant Submittals 

 

The Rotary Foundation (TRF) funding for 2008-09 TRF Matching Grant applications are due in TRF office in Chicago no later than 31 
March 2009.  
  
All TRF Matching Grants that are received after that date will be returned to the Host and International Primary Partners for their 
consideration to resubmitted the application for 2009-10 Rotary year with necessary changes to the application for the 2009-10 Rotary 
year and certified by the 2009-10 District Grants Subcommittee for the allocation of 2009-10 District Designated Funds. 
  
The Rotary Foundation Matching Grant committee meets every third Friday of the month. All grants require a District Subcommittee 
mentor to assist the club in preparing the application and to request that the project and application review be placed on the 
appropriate meeting agenda by the Committee Chair. The meetings start at 1145 at the Boy Scout Council Office in St. Paul. Notices are 
sent to all the Rotary Clubs in our District at least 10 days before the meeting. The notices include driving directions to the meeting 
location. Additional information is available on the District 5960 and Rotary International Websites. CHECK THEM OUT! 
  
Everyone interested in the grant process, grants opportunities and those individuals responsible for the processing of Rotary Grants in 
their clubs are encouraged to come to the District Grants Subcommittee meetings. COME SOON! COME OFTEN! 
 
By:  Lee Finholm, District Grants Subcommittee Chair, Red Wing Rotary Club, lfinholm@charter.net 
  

District Conference 

 

Mark your calendars!!  The District Conference will be held on the campus of the University of Wisconsin – River Falls April 19, 20 & 21. 
This is the first time our Conference has been held in Wisconsin. River Falls is only eight miles south of Hudson, so it is very accessible. 
 
The program will be of interest to everyone. Two of our keynote speakers Tom Henderson, founder of Shelterbox, and Deepa 
Willingham, founder of PACE Universal, are also keynote speakers for the International Convention in Birmingham. Our two other 
keynote speakers are Ann Bancroft, the polar explorer and educator, and Dr. Kelly Cain, Professor of Sustainability at UW-RF. 
 
We are also bringing back the popular HOME HOSPITALITY experience. The Saturday evening meal on the 20th will be in the homes of 
local Rotarians. This is a wonderful opportunity to visit and make new friends. There is not an unlimited number of homes, so it is wise 
to register early. 
 
Another first for our district will be the ability to register on-line. You will be able to access the registration forms through our 
Rotary5960 homepage after January 1. 
 
The first District Assembly Training Session will also be held at River Falls Friday morning April 19

th
. We expect a great turnout for the 

training session and the conference.  
 
We hope to see you in River Falls!! 
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Scholarship Information! 

We are recruiting scholarship applicants, please pass the information along! 
 
Interested in International Peace and Understanding? Rotary offers scholarships to study abroad for 3 months to 2 years!  Rotary 
District 5960 is currently recruiting for the following scholarships. 
 
Academic-Year Ambassadorial Scholarships provide a flat grant of up to US$23,000 or its equivalent for one academic year of study in 
another country. This award is intended to help defray costs associated with round-trip transportation, tuition, fees, room and board 
expenses, and some educational supplies. The scholarship recipient studies in their country of choice in a degree program. 
 
Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution program. Rotary World Peace Fellows, who are chosen from a 
wide variety of countries, can help future leaders advance knowledge and understanding. Located in seven leading universities around 
the world, Rotary Centers provide Fellows the chance to study in a master’s level program in conflict resolution, peace studies, 
international relations, and other related disciplines. 
 
Everyone can recruit! If you know someone who may be interested in either of these scholarships please encourage them to apply! Go 
to www.rotary.org and search under "Students and Youth" for detailed information on eligibility and scholarships. 

 
Questions?  
Timelines and application process: www.rotary5960.org 
Ambassadorial Scholarship contact: Michelle.Arulfo@allina.com 
World Peace Fellowship contact: grete.lavrenz@CLYNCH.COM 
 

Literacy 2008/09 

 
The Minneapolis Star Tribune had a wonderful story on the Minnesota Reading Corps and the experimental reading program they are 
offering for children ages 3 to 8.  This program started five years ago and is a volunteer tutoring program that helps prepare 
disadvantaged preschoolers for kindergarten.  The results are impressive.  On average, the reading corps preschoolers have exceeded 
the benchmarks for school readiness and 80 percent of the school-aged participants have passed the third grade Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessments test.  The tutors are all AmeriCorps volunteers and they are working with 9000 children in 160 preschools 
and schools throughout the state.  The program is a collaboration of ServeMinnesota, the national service learning commission in 
Minnesota that provides the majority of funding, the Minnesota Literacy Council and the St. Croix River Education District. *   
 
Projects like these really make a difference in the lives of children.  This year, the Literacy Committee would like to invite your club to 
participate in two projects.  The first is a Literacy Project for your community and the second is our first ever “Rotary Reads” a district 
wide project that gives all Rotarians a chance to read the same book and discuss it at a regular meeting.   
 
For the Literacy Project, we encourage you to find out what the needs are in your community and implement a program that will help 
meet those needs.  Contact the director at your public library or the librarians at your local schools to see if they have any specific 
programs with which they need help or if they have any ideas on a new project.  When you have finished your project, complete the 
Literacy Report Form which can be found on the district website and return it to me by March 15

th
.  Clubs will be recognized at the 

District Conference in April.   CLICK HERE for the Literacy Report Form. 
 
The “Rotary Reads” book is Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David O. Relin.  This book is a wonderful narrative, tells the story 
of how one person can make a difference and demonstrates the importance of projects that are sustainable.  We would like every 
Rotarian in the district to read this book and to hold a book discussion at your meeting during the week of March 23rd.  At MidTerm in 
January, a breakout session will be held to discuss how we would like this meeting to be organized and to share potential questions that 
will initiate the conversation.  We would like to have one Rotarian from each club attend this breakout session and then lead the 
discussion in March. 
 
Happy Holidays, 
David Anderson 
Literacy Chair 
danderson@redwingymca.org  
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President Elect Training Seminar (PETS) March 13-14 
 
Presidents Elect and Presidents Elect Nominees, if you haven’t done so already, please mark your calendars for President Elect Training 
(PETS) next March 13 (starting at 10:00 a.m.) and 14 (until 2 p.m.) which will be held at the Oak Ridge Conference Center in Chaska, MN.   
 
For Presidents Elect, this training is required for you to become the President of your club.  PETS 2008 is being designed to significantly 
help you as you get ready for next year, and will be an event where you will find everything designed to give you the best experience 
possible – from the training facility and the food to the content of the training and networking opportunities. You could do a make-up 
with another district, but you will want to be at this PETS which is being especially planned for you as a President of a club in our 
District.  Details on registration will be coming in January. 
 
By: DGE Newell Krogmann, Le Sueur RC, Krogmann@earthlink.net 
 
 

World Affairs Seminar Offers Opportunity to International Youth 
 
Rotarians, please review this great opportunity of sharing an International Educational Program  
with the youth in your community. 
 
The World Affairs Seminar (WAS) is a Rotary District 6270 program which offers a unique  
opportunity for high school students from around the world to gather in an academic setting 
 to study global issues.  During their six days at Carroll University, Waukesha, Wisconsin, they  
hear world renowned speakers; they meet in small groups to work out solutions to challenging  
problems.  They form lifelong friendships.  And they leave with tools that enable them to share their new knowledge and make an 
impact on the world they are about to inherit. 
 
Founded in 1977 by Dr. Dale Brock, a Rotarian and professor, WAS was part of the University of Wisconsin – Whitewater until last year.   
Due to many factors, the relationship with UWW ended.  Subsequently, the World Affairs Seminar took a one-year sabbatical in 2008 to 
reorganize.  The Board of Directors was revamped and a new Executive Director (Tom Plantenberg) was retained.  Previous General 
Manager (Rick Luedke) remained as an "Advisor Emeritus" for continuity purposes.  Most importantly, an exciting effort was launched 
to make 2009 our best year ever. 
  
Lead by Dr. James Rickabaugh, President of the School District of Whitefish Bay, the WAS Board of Directors is responsible for 
overseeing the revitalization of this critical program.  A vigorous fundraising initiative is underway to help WAS establish itself firmly as 
we enter into the new year.  In concert with these changes, a World Affairs Seminar Board of Advisors has been established.  The World 
Affairs Seminar Board of Advisors is a group of thoughtful, high-profile individuals who lend credibility to this important initiative.  They 
review agendas, topics, and programmatic.  They also recommend speakers and often contribute to securing the highest level of 
presenters. 
 
The dates for the 2009 Seminar are June 20 through 26, 2009 at Carroll University, Waukesha, Wisconsin.  Carroll provides a unique 
setting particularly conducive to the level of learning and activities we plan to provide.  The campus has every accommodation we 
require, yet is sized right so students will not face an inordinate amount of walking or “disbursement” between programs and events.  
It’s got great athletic facilities, including an Olympic size swimming pool.   
  
Living accommodations, all meals, program materials and more are included in the $600 fee for domestic (US and Canada) students and 
$500 (international, including those studying in the U.S. in exchange programs.)  Students who sign up prior to February 28, 2009 will 
get a 5% early bird discount.  Organizations that sponsor four or more students will receive a 10% discount.   Discounts apply to both 
categories of fees listed above. 
  
Rotarian professor Rob Ricigliano and other staff of the Institute of World Affairs at University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee have assumed 
the role of Academic Dean.  They will arrange for speakers and design a curriculum particularly suited to the youth who attend the 
World Affairs Seminar.  It is a new paradigm for academics which promises to leverage our ability to attract world quality speakers and 
to deliver programmatic specifically tailored to our audience of top quality junior and senior level high school students from around the 
world. 
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The WAS website - www.worldaffairsseminar.com – is currently being revamped to reflect all of these changes.  As new information 
becomes available it will be included in the website.   
 
If you have questions about how to register students sponsored by your Rotary Club or wish to make a gift, please contact Tom 
Plantenberg, tplanten@worldaffairsseminar.org. 
 

By:  Tom Plantenberg,   
 
 

GSE Team to India 

 
District 5960 Group Study Exchange (GSE) team to District 3150 in Hyderabad, India, is soon to depart on December 26, 2008.  Since 
August, the team of five has been busy planning and team building in preparation for the trip.  The team members include Noemi 
Treviño (sponsored by North St. Paul/Maplewood/Oakdale Rotary Club), Becky Harstad (sponsored by Roseville Rotary Club), Greg 
Lauer (sponsored by St. Paul Rotary Club) and Angela Eifert (sponsored by Twin Cities Nights Rotary Club, and Twin Cities Rotaract Club 
member), with Jim Hunt as the team leader from White Bear Lake Rotary Club.  Together, this team has successfully completed 
planning tasks and is very excited to experience the goodwill journey to study vocation and culture in India.  
 
After discussions with the Rotary District 3150 governor, T Rhaghav Rao, the team is looking forward to staying with approximately 10-
12 different host families during the 30 day adventure and sharing travel time with another Rotary GSE team from Arkansas.  Both 
teams will experience service projects and Rotary Club meetings together.  With great teamwork and new friendships, the GSE team 
5960 will return on January 25, 2009, to share great memories and experiences with Rotary Clubs across 5960 district. Bon Voyage team 
India! 
 
 

December Club Anniversaries 
 

White Bear Lake Rotary Club (1979) – 29 Years 
 

Very Important Links 
 
District Calendar (District 5960 events) 
Club Event Calendar (enter YOUR club’s event!) 
Online Directory (for up to date contact information) 
Club Goals Monthly (monthly club goal status) 
Club Map/Meetings 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Please forward articles for the January newsletter to District Governor Roy Sjoberg at r.sjoberg@stlawfirm.com or District 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 5Ŝŀƴƴŀ wƻǘȊ drotz@centralroofing.com .  Articles for consideration must be received by the 30th of 

each month to be included in the next publication. 
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